A HISTORY OF POLAND

Revolution, which brought Lenin and Trotsky to power,
finally eliminated Russia from the war. A few months
later, in March 1918, die Germans and Russians signed
a German-dictated peace at Brcst-Litovsk, under which
not only Russian Poland, but also large territories purely
Russian, came under German or Austrian sovereignty.
But this further dismemberment of Poland was not to
prove of long duration. The German armies freed from
the eastern front enabled Germany to break the long
stalemate in the West in one last desperate blow for
victory, the March offensive in 1918. When this failed
the collapse was near, a collapse which led to the with-
drawal of the German and Austrian armies from Poland,
and enabled the Poles to reconstruct, from the ruins of
three empires, their own long-oppressed state. On the
very day of die signature of the Armistice, November n,
1918, Pilsudski, liberated from his German prison by the
revolution in Germany, returned to Warsaw and formed
the first independent Polish government* A month later
he sent a Polish delegation to the Peace Conference which
was beginning to assemble in Paris, and with it a letter
addressed to Marshal Foch, dated December 18, 1918.
" I know, and I must tell you," wrote the Polish chief
of state to the Allied generalissimo, " that it is to your
armies that I owe the freedom of my country, and I am
fidl of gratitude. . . ."
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